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January 4, 1983

Mr. M.ichel Hibbard
Country Club Boulevard
Worcester, Massachusetts
c/o
Harvey DeVane
Commissioner of Business Regulation
Department of Business Regulation
State House Station #35
Augusta, Maine 04333

,

Dear Mr. Hibbard,
This office has been examining the charitable solicitation
practices of Michel Hibbard, d.b.a. MDH Marketing, on behalf of
the Portland Women's Jaycees pursuant to our enforcement respon
sibilities under the Unfair Trade Practices Act, 5 M.R.S.A. §§
206-214
(1979 & Supp. 1982), the Charitable Solicitations Act
9 M.R.S.A. §§ 5001-5016 (1980 & Supp. 1982) and 5 M.R.S.A. § 194
(1979) .
Based upon our investigation, we have concluded that your
charitable solicitation practices have violated the Unfair Trade
Practices Act, the Charitable Solicitations Act and 5 M.R.S.A. §194
(1979). Specifically, we have concluded that you have engaged in a
variety of unlawful practices, including, but not limited to,
soliciting funds for charitable purposes without making the proper
financial disclosures, misrepresenting facts during these solicita
tions, misapplying the funds collected, and failing to register and
file a bond with the Commissioner of Business Regulation.
It is our present intention to file suit pursuant to the Unfair
Trade Practices Act, the Charitable Solicitations Act and 5 M.R.S.A.
§194 to enjoin you from continuing the practices described in the
preceding paragraph. In addition, we will be requesting that you
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reimburse the Attorney General's Office for the cost of its lawsuit
and of the investigation. Finally, we will be requesting that the
appropriate portion of the total amount collected by you be applied
to the Portland Women's Jaycees' charitable programs.
Pursuant to 5 M.R.S.A. § 207 (Supp. 1983), we are required to
provide you with notice of our intended action of at least ten (10)
days prior to filing suit. The purpose of this 10-day period is to
provide you with an opportunity to meet with us to attempt to resolve
our concerns with your practices. Please contact me either by
telephone or mail if you would like to arrange a time to discuss the
matter set forth in this letter.
Finally, I call your attention to 17-A M.R.S.A. §455 which
provides that any person who alters, destroys, conceals or removes
any document or other piece of tangible physical evidence which is
relevant to this investigation with the intent to impair its verity,
authenticity or availability is guilty of committing a Class D crime.
Class D crimes are punishable by a term of imprisonment not to exceed
one year and a fine of up to $1,000 for individuals and $5,000 for
corporations.
,i
I am attaching a copy of the proposed Complaint and a copy of
the relevant statutes.
Sincerely,

STEPHEN L . WESSLER
Ass.istant Attorney General
Consumer and Antitrust Division
State House Station #6
Augusta, Maine 04333
(207) 289-3717
SLW/kc

cc: Michel Hibbard
Country Club Boulevard
Worcester, Massachusetts

